
Personal Narrative Writing 
Bend 2 Session 9

Using Writer’s Notebooks for Mindful, Goal-Driven 
Work



Who likes Harry Potter?

Anyone know who 
wrote the story?



“On this wonderful day when we are gathered together to 

celebrate your academic success, I have decided to talk to you 

about the benefits of failure.”  

J.K. Rowling gave a speech to 
a graduating class at Harvard 
University.



She wanted to talk to 
students about failure 
because, in her life as a 
writer, she had to learn a 
lot about pushing on with 
her practice even when it 
felt like a struggle.

She probably felt that 
the greatest gift she 
could give the 
graduates was her 
honest story about 
learning to face hard 
tasks, not avoid 
them.

Some people view hard work 
as a negative thing, but we 
do not have to be those 
people!
It is more inspiring to think 
about the hard work behind 
people’s success, than it is to 
image that their skills came 
easily to them.



In every field (the best writers, best runners, etc.) it is the people 
who figured out how to work hard at something who are the ones 
who become pros.



Teaching Point:

I want to teach you how to use your writer’s 
notebook as a place to deliberately practice the 
techniques and skills you want to see in your 
writing.



Basketball anyone?

Your notebook will be filled with efforts to practice a 
particular skill over and over again, getting better 
each time.

Keep trying, keep practicing, keep writing.



How do I use my notebook to practice my writing skills??

Decide on the skill you really need to work on.  For example, if your still not 
successful at bringing your characters to life through the use of dialogue, 
try it!

You would try this skill, not just in one draft in your notebooks, but in many 
drafts!

You would work on this skill for a while and then ask, “How is this 
working?”, “Do I like what I am doing?”

Key thing- Keep practicing, keep trying, and each time you give it a go 
you will do it a little differently and a little better!!



Let’s practice a skill…
Zoom in on small details when the moment is big.

When I Got My Cat

“Mommy, what’s that?” I ask. We walk up and 
see it is a shelter and they are trying to give 
away saved animals to well homes.

“So what are you guys doing?” my mom asks 
nicely.

“We’re trying to find these animals homes. 
There are more animals at our shelter,” one of 
the girls says.

“Please, can I get a cat?”

I’ve always wanted a dog, but I don’t 
think I could always walk him 
everyday. I just wanted a pet who 
could keep me company over summer 
breaks since 2nd grade was coming to 
an end.

She just looks at me and I knew I 
wasn’t going to get it.



Your Turn…..

1. Choose a technique that you want to try. 

2. Write today’s date and the strategy you want to try at the top of the page.

3. Practice using that strategy in as many places as possible- but try it 

PURPOSEFULLY



1. Turn to a blank page in your notebook.

1. At the top of the page, write what you want to try and put a box around 
it.

1. This is your goal that you will work on again and again until you feel 
like you know how to do it!!!

2. Share that goal with your partner!

Time to share!


